Appleton le Moors Parish Council
Draft Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 19 August 2026

26.12 Apologies
None.

26.13 Declarations of Interest
None.

26.14 Minutes of Meeting held on 21 May 2026
The minutes of the meeting held on 21 May 2026 were agreed and signed.

26.15 Matters Arising
None.

26.16 Financial Report
The bank mandate has now been updated with Barclays, with Peter Bryan and lan Berry as
signatories.

There is currently no debit card. The longer-term aim is to move towards online banking.

26.17 Review of Standing Orders
The Standing Orders were reviewed.

26.18 Risk Assessments
It was agreed that the Parish Council’s risk assessments should be reviewed annually.

Action: Steve Binks to undertake the review.

26.19 Asset Register
The Asset Register was discussed.

The ownership and responsibility for village lighting is to be checked with the previous chair. The
Council will also establish which village benches are Parish Council assets.

The village notice boards were discussed, including whether they should be included on the
Asset Register, responsibility for their maintenance and whether there should be a dedicated
Parish Council notice board. It was agreed that a separate Parish Council notice board was not
required and that use of the middle section of the existing notice board should be explored.

Action: Dave to establish what maintenance is required to the notice board.

It was confirmed that the pond is not a Parish Council asset and therefore does not need to be
covered by the Council’s insurance.

26.20 Data Protection Registration and Freedom of Information
The Council discussed its responsibilities under the Freedom of Information Act and data
protection legislation.

Certain information about the Parish Council, including who it is and what it does, is required to
be published.

The Council also needs to establish its data protection registration requirements.

Action: Dave to investigate the requirements and arrange any necessary registration.



Councillors were reminded to take care with personal information included in agendas and
minutes. Residents asking questions at meetings should not normally be identified by name in
the published minutes.

26.21 Public Rights of Way
Jim Hall provided an update on discussions with the North York Moors National Park regarding
public rights of way.

The National Park had previously asked for two routes around the village which could potentially
be improved, including stiles and other access arrangements. The routes need to be reasonably
well used. A bid has been submitted and Jim has further details.

National Park volunteers have undertaken clearance work on permissive paths.
Action: Jim to write to thank the National Park volunteers.

Responsibility for the permissive paths appears to rest with the National Park and landowner.
Jim is also making enquiries regarding gate access on the route towards Bishops Hagg.

26.22 Dark Skies Update
An update was given on the proposal for Appleton le Moors to become a Dark Skies Friendly
Village.

A contact is to undertake an appraisal and has also offered to attend a future Parish Meeting to
discuss the initiative.

26.23 Open Morning / Parish Meeting
Plans for the Parish Open Morning on 11 October were discussed.

The aim is to make the event informal and accessible, with a fair-style format encouraging
residents to come along, find out more about village organisations and share their views.

A flyer has been produced inviting residents to “come along and share your views”.

The website is also being updated to include information about local businesses and other
village information.

Tea and coffee will be available. The event will also provide an opportunity to remember Geoff
and raise money for the church.

The Parish Council will have an area where residents can raise issues, say what they value about
the village and suggest ideas.

There will be some expenditure involved, estimated at approximately £30 plus the cost of tea,
coffee and milk.

Village groups approached so far are happy to be involved.

26.24 Planning Application
A planning application relating to tree works was received and approved.

26.25 Affordable Housing Consultation
The Council discussed information regarding potential affordable housing, including possible
low-volume development at Spaunton and some provision at Helmsley.



It was agreed that this was an issue to keep under review, as affordable or low-cost housing may
feature in future National Park proposals.

26.26 Playing Fields
It was confirmed that the Playing Fields are not the responsibility of the Parish Council.

26.27 Any Other Business
The following matters were discussed:

A parishioner has not submitted a claim for diesel costs incurred in connection with work
relating to the defibrillator.

The light at Manor Farm has been reported.

The Council discussed North Yorkshire Council parish liaison communications and monthly
updates.

Action: Steve to arrange for the Parish Council to receive the relevant communications. A Parish
Council email account has now been established and will also be used to receive information
including planning applications and precept requests.

Aresident has offered to assist with behind-the-scenes communications and sharing
information about relevant local events, including a conference on restoring nature being held
in Kirkby Misperton in September.

North Yorkshire Councilis introducing new computer systems which will involve parish
councils, including systems relating to annual reports and other Parish Council reporting.

Action: Steve to investigate and set up the necessary access.

26.28 Date of Next Meeting
It was suggested that the next Parish Council meeting should be held in mid-October. Date to be
confirmed.



